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The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 
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La  re  liure  serr6e  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distorsion  le  long  de  la  marge  int6rlaure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajouttes 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte. 
mais.  iorsque  cela  Atait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6ti  filmAes. 


L'Institut  a  micrcfilmi  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  6ti  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
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Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disoonible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
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ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
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Th«  copy  filmed  h«r«  hm  b—n  r«produc«d  thanks 
to  tha  ganaroaity  of: 

D.  B.  Weldon  Library 
Univartity  of  Wattarn  Ontario 
(Ragional  Hittory  Room) 

Tha  imafiaa  appaaring  hara  •€•  tha  boat  quality 
posaibia  conaidaring  tha  condition  and  lagibility 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  Itaaping  with  tha 
filming  contract  apaeificationa. 


Original  coplaa  in  printad  papar  covara  ara  fllmad 
beginning  with  tha  front  eovar  and  anding  on 
tha  laat  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impraa- 
sion,  or  tha  back  covar  whan  appropriata.  All 
othar  original  coplaa  ara  fllmad  beginning  or  tha 
first  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatravad  impraa* 
sion.  and  anding  on  tha  laat  paga  with  a  printad 
or  illuatratad  impraaaion. 


Tha  laat  racordad  frama  on  aach  microficha 
shall  contain  tha  symbol  — ^  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  ▼  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  appllea. 

Mapa.  plataa,  charts,  etc..  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratioa.  Thoaa  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  expoaura  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  comer,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  aa  many  frames  aa 
required.  The  following  diagrama  illuatrata  the 
method: 


L'exempiaira  film*  fut  reproduit  grice  i  la 
gAniros'tA  de: 

D.  B.  WaMon  Library 
bjivanity  of  Wattarn  Ontario 
(Ragional  History  Room) 

Lee  imagea  suivantea  ont  At*  raproduitea  avac  la 
plua  grand  aoin,  compta  tenu  de  la  condition  at 
de  la  nettet*  de  l'exempiaira  film*,  at  an 
contormiti  avac  lea  conditions  du  contrat  da 
filmage. 

Lea  axemplairaa  origlnaux  dont  la  couvarture  un 
papier  eat  imprimte  sont  filmis  en  commen^ant 
par  la  pramiei'  plat  at  an  terminant  soit  par  la 
damiAre  paga  qui  comporta  une  amprainta 
d'impreaaion  ou  d'llluatration,  soit  pur  la  second 
plat,  salon  la  caa.  Toua  lea  autrae  axemplairaa 
origlnaux  sont  filmte  an  commen^ant  par  la 
pramiAre  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'impreaaion  ou  d'iiluatration  at  an  terminant  par 
la  darniAre  paga  qui  comporta  une  telle 
empreinte. 

Un  dea  symbolaa  suivanta  apparaltra  sur  la 
damiAra  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
caa:  le  symbole  — »  signif le  "A  SUIVRE '.  le 
symbols  ▼  signifie  "FIN". 

Les  cartas.  planch9s.  tableaux,  etc..  pauvent  Atra 
filmAa  A  dea  taux  de  rAduction  diff  Arents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  Atra 
reproduit  en  un  saul  clichA.  il  aat  filmA  A  partir 
de  I'angki  supArieur  gauche,  de  gauche  A  droite. 
et  de  haut  ^n  baa.  an  prenant  la  nombra 
d'lmagea  nAcaasaira.  Lea  diagrammea  suivanta 
illuatrant  la  mAthode. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Leii'islntive  Assembf^  of  the  Province  of  Canada  in  Parliament  assemblerf] 

The  Potitioii  oftho  Municipal  Council  of  the  County  ofWelland  in  Council  assembled, 
Humbly  SnEWprrH  - 

That  we  renew  our  Petition  of  18G5  on  a  subject  which  we  believe  of  vital  importance  to  the 
I)rosperity  of  Canada,  namely,  an  Act  restrictinj?  the  rate  of  Interest  to  Six  per  C^ent. ;  and  we  lament 
that  the  Bill  on  said  subject  before  you  at  your  last  Session  (for  want  of  time)  did  not  become  the 
l^avv  of  our  country  : 

And  a«j^ain  we  repeat  that  Whereas  the  privilege  '^ranted  to  Companies  and  other  parties,  viz., 
the  riirht  to  loan  Money  at  any  rate  of  Interest  that  may  l)e  agreed  upon  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
ruin  of  numerous  families  in  Canada : 

And  Wheri'iis  parties  have  been  known  to  charge  from  Eight  to  even  Twelve  per  Cent,  on 
good  Security : 

And  Whereas  Capital  that  would  otherwise  be  invested  so  as  to  make  Banks  more  efficient 
—  enabling  them  to  give  a  more  liberal  accommodation  to  the  Public  and  a  greater  impetus  to 
trade,  is  now  used  in  taking  the  advantage  cf  the  necessity  of  thousands,  and  charge  so  large  an 
amount  of  Interest  as  to  entail  poverty  and  ruin  on  some  of  the  best  men  in  our  country : 

And  Whereas  while  it  is  admitted  a  high  rate  of  Interest  may  bring  money  into  the  country 
it  is  equally  true  it  takes  more  than  a  proportioned  amount  out  of  the  country  by  way  of  Interest : 

And  it  must  be  also  admitted  that  few  will  invest  their  iloating  Capital  in  Real  Estate  or 
improvements  in  Agricultural  or  Mechanical  operations  while  they  can  secure  so  Iprge  an  amount 
of  Interest,  the  effect  of  which  is  Mechanics  and  others  of  our  inhabitan+s  have  to  seek  employment 
in  the  neighboring  Iiepu))lic: 

Therefore  your  Petitioners  again  humbly  pray  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  pass  an  Act 
restricting  the  rate  of  Interest  tc  Six  per  Cent.,  and  that  a  direct  or  indirect  violation  of  the  same  be 
punished  by  forfeiture  of  the  money  loaned  or  used  in  purchase,  or  imprisonment : 

And  your  Petitioners  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray. 

Passed  in  Council  this  24th  day  of  Janvuiry,  1867. 
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(Signed,)  D.  D'E\  euaudo,  Clerk. 


^DMtVp^    Of-    '  ''■  (Signed,;  EDWARD  LEE,   Warden. 
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